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OSFA members at 2014 Preservation
Awards

“Puente de los Hidalgos, ca. May 1920 .” The bridge is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places (Courtesy of the Palace of the Governors Photo Archives (NMHM/DCA), Negative number 014117).
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Among the easily overlooked vestiges of
our architectural heritage in Santa Fe, is
the dwindling number of historic bridges
in the city. Recently, a closer inspection
of these structures has yielded new
information that we all may want to
access if we want to further our
understanding of how the city grew
from its beginnings as an ancestral
Tewa pueblo, to the overtly desirable
visitor destination that it is today.
In recent months, members of both the
Old Santa Fe Association and the
Historic Santa Fe Foundation (HSFF),
working in concert, initiated a project to
have the Santa Fe River bridges on
Delgado Street, and Grant and Don
Gaspar Avenues downtown researched
from both their historic and engineering

viewpoints. Local architectural historian,
John Murphey, of FirstLight Consulting,
was engaged to take on the project as
funded by OSFA. Based in part on
preliminary drawings and photographs
produced collaboratively by Graciela
Tomé and Mac Watson of the HSFF
along with John Eddy of OSFA,
Murphey’s resulting reports are quite
interesting reading, and can be found
on OSFA’s website: http://
www.oldsantafe.org.
Not satisfied with simply producing
these reports for the common good, we
then submitted them to the Historic
Districts Review Board (HDRB) of Santa
Fe’s Historic Preservation Division, with
the hopeful request that the structures
(Continued on page 7)

The Old Santa Fe Association

OSFA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
John Pen La Farge, President
983-8377
Randall Bell, Vice President
983-5908
Elizabeth Bradley Secretary
995-0204
Deanna Einspahr, Treasurer
983-5643
Directors
Rad Acton
Marilyn Bane
John Eddy
Barbara Harrelson
Frank Katz
Maurice Lierz
Bill Loeb
Christine Mather
Joanne McCarthy
Richard McCord
Wayne Nichols
Brad Perkins
William Powell
Karen Walker
Ex-Officio
Eric Blinman, Ph.D.

Department of Cultural Affairs
Graciela Tomé, Chair

Historic Santa Fe Foundation
Peter Warzel, Executive Director

Historic Santa Fe Foundation

Mayor and City Council
Mayor Javier M. Gonzales
955-6848
jmgonzales@santafenm.gov
District 1
Patti Bushee
955-2345
pjbushee@santafenm.gov
Signe I. Lindell
955-6812
silindell@santafenm.gov
District 2
Peter Ives
955-6816
pnives@santafenm.gov
Joseph M. Maestas
955-6815
jmaestas@santafenm.gov
District 3
Carmichael Dominguez 955-6814
cadominguez@santafenm.gov
Christopher Rivera
955-6818
cmrivera@santafenm.gov
District 4
Bill Dimas
955-6817
bdimas@santafenm.gov
Ron Trujillo
955-6811
rstrujillo@santafenm.gov

Page 2

Message from the President
As the president of The Old Santa Fe
Association, I greet the membership
and send an overview of our activities.
We are concerned with the fate of St.
Catherine’s Indian School. The
property is now owned by the bank, as
the developers defaulted on their
payments after one owner was found
guilty of defrauding the federal
government. The city sued the owners
to keep them from demolishing the
school through neglect, but the owners
have fought back in court and the
matter lies in limbo.
OSFA has also worked with the
residents of Canyon Road and its
environs on the designs for the new
Atalaya School and for the historic
Manderfield School. We have testified,
twice, in front of the county regarding
the importance of the integrity of La
Bajada Mesa. The Scottish Rite
Temple seems to have returned to local
control but remains in need of the
community’s support. As always, we
participated Community Day in May on
the Plaza, greeting members and
recruiting new supporters.
Perhaps our most notable
accomplishment of the year was our
sponsorship of a review by the Historic
Districts Review Board of three historic
bridges (see cover story). The bridges
were determined to be "significant", so
we will continue our efforts to protect
them from city "improvement," as
happened with the De Fouri Street
bridge. In this instance we did however,
restrain the city from egregiously
widening the bridge crossing.
Notably, we had a most positive
meeting with our new mayor, Javier
Gonzales. The mayor expressed his
desire to keep the downtown vital for
the residents of Santa Fe, not merely
for tourists, and he appears to
understand the importance of the
historic nature our city and how it
contributes not just to our economic

good, but, also, to our quality of life. He
listened intently to our concerns about
the lack of enforcement by the city of its
own ordinances and about the
understaffing and underfunding of the
Historic Preservation Division and its
lack of internal support. Gonzales
spoke with enthusiasm about the
historic qualities of Santa Fe, which
was most encouraging. He left with
genuine expressions of regret that he
could not stay longer.
What undergirds the above is our
commitment to work on more than
“mere” historic preservation and
historicity. Our concerns include the
good of the larger community, its
quality of life, and how we may
appropriately approach the future. We
have worked with the school board, the
city, the county, and the state to
encourage thoughtful approaches to
future buildings and plans, approaches
that build upon our past, rather than
replacing it.
We are not just any small city. We have
a history that stretches throughout the
northern part of our state, into Indian
pre-history, into the historic past as far
as when the first white man, Alvar
Núñez Cabeza de Vaca (my ancestor),
crossed the Southwest in the 1530s.
Our history is one of continuity, of
religion, of culture, of cultures and
peoples mingling and enriching each
other, of scholarship, of artists, and of
creativity of all sorts. We are who we
are now because of what has gone
before. In a culture besotted with the
shallow, the ephemeral, and the
speculative, it is crucial to offer a
stable, thoughtful, informed, and
imaginative alternative to fugitive
sensation and myopic monuments to
self-interest and ego. It is OSFA’s
stated goal to uphold the values
inherent in our history.

- John Pen La Farge
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Proposed Gravel Mine at La Bajada
In 2014, OSFA testified twice at
hearings concerning a proposed gravel
mine on La Bajada Mesa. In March, we
testified before the County
Development Review Committee
(CDRC), then again in June, we
testified before the Board of County
Commissioners. Each time, hundreds of
greater-Santa Fe residents turned out

our historic integrity. Thereby, we
maintain that preserving the gateway
to Santa Fe is not a theoretical exercise
without consequences.
Finally, we pointed out that the county
zoning of 1980 lists the bulk of the
original grant as Agricultural/Ranch
(160 acres per dwelling). The 1500-

… we testified to the history
and historic importance of La
Bajada as the entrance to
Santa Fe …

… the worst aspect of the
proposal is that approval of a
new mining district would open
the entire parcel to 2-1/2 acre
zoning, which would allow 600
building-lots on the historic
landscape.
View of the proposed mine locale. (Photo from the Albuquerque Journal)

to testify as to why they believed the
project to be a bad idea. The proposed
mine is to create gravel from the basalt
bedrock by dynamiting the rock, then
crushing it into gravel, creating a
visible scar on the mesa, as well as
noise pollution, dust pollution, and
inappropriate industrial use.
At both hearings, OSFA testified to the
history and historic importance of La
Bajada as the entrance to Santa Fe, the
site of the Juana Lopez - San Felipe
branch of the Camino Real, its having
been used to pasture cattle since a
grant by Gov. Juan Bautista de Anza in
1782, a deed restriction that has never
been altered. Indeed, the restriction
was confirmed by the U.S. Congress in
1879.
Given the importance of both tourism
and historicity to Santa Fe and its
residents, OSFA made a study of the
number of Santa Fe-area jobs that exist
because of the historic ambiance of our
area. The conclusion was some 15,000
jobs depend, directly or indirectly, on
Winter 2015

acre portion under discussion at the
hearings is listed as Rural (40 acres per
dwelling). The county's pending zoning
-update will return it to Agricultural/
Ranch use, so we believe the worst
aspect of the proposal is that approval
of a new mining district would open the
entire parcel to 2-1/2 acre zoning,
which would allow 600 building-lots on
the historic landscape.
The upshot of the hearings was that
while the CDRC voted against the
proposed mine, the county commission
has twice tabled the proposal, it seems
with the intention to place a
moratorium on all rural developments
with county-wide impacts while the
county discusses its new zoning map
under its new Sustainable Land
Development Code.

— John Pen La Farge
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2014 OSFA Annual Meeting
This past November, OSFA held its
annual meeting at the recently opened
Drury Plaza Hotel. Well over a hundred
members and friends gathered to
celebrate OSFA’s efforts in preservation
and were treated to a first glimpse at
the Drury’s restoration of the original
St. Vincent’s Hospital grounds on
Palace Avenue in downtown Santa Fe.
The event was held in the new Lamy
Room which is located upstairs in the
old boiler and laundry facility, built in
1904.

The Drury Plaza Hotel hosted OSFA’s annual
meeting

In his welcoming remarks, VicePresident Randall Bell commended the
Drury Plaza Hotel for its adaptive reuse of this historic building. After years
of dormancy (bordering on
degradation) these iconic buildings are
finally being revived, and we hope they
will continue to serve Santa Feans for
decades to come.
Our choice of the Drury Plaza Hotel as
venue for our meeting was calculated
to highlight, as well, the efforts of the
Museum of New Mexico, Office of
Archeological Studies (OAS). As with
any construction project in downtown
Santa Fe, the oversight of OAS was
pivotal, and their collaboration with the
Drury Corporation has begun to yield
new information regarding early life in
Santa Fe.
OAS Archeologist James Moore
described their recent activity on the
grounds, which included the excavation
of an early site used in the production
of lime for masonry construction of
buildings such as the St. Francis
Cathedral, for example, and the
discovery of an early cobble and gravel
roadbed, surely a necessity in an area
which used to be dominated by a
marsh-like ecosystem.

OSFA vice-president, Randall Bell, emceed
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Cienega Street, named in honor of
these early marshes, in fact finds its
origin opposite the entrance of Marian
Hall- on the original site of a Rectory
built in the 1850s by Archbishop JeanBaptiste Lamy. In Lamy’s time, several
other buildings were constructed

including dormitories, which were later
demolished. Evidence of these
buildings, such as dressed stone
foundations, were excavated during the
restoration. These stones were
stockpiled and will be re-used in future
landscaping projects on the grounds of
the hotel.
The Drury Plaza Hotel was the most
complex project seen in the historic
district in the last 15 years and
involved both adaptive re-use of
historic buildings and the design of new
compatible construction. Sharon
Woods, Chair of the city’s Historic
Districts Review Board (HDRB), spoke
about the collaborative process
between Drury Hotels and the HDRB.
After 4 years of work, the project
generated 19 exceptions to Santa Fe’s
historic code as approved by HDRB but
remarkably, ZERO appeals! Ms. Woods
complimented Drury Hotels and Brian
Nenninger, Project Manager, for their
collaborative spirit in working with the
HDRB, which ultimately resulted in a
new facility that will enhance and
enliven downtown Santa Fe.
According to Mr. Nenninger, Drury
Hotels is committed to being part of
the Santa Fe community. His belief is
that Santa Fe remains unique and
captures the hearts of those who come
here because of our culture and
history, which OSFA has worked so
hard to preserve. Mr. Nenninger stated
that the Drury Plaza Hotel was honored
to host OSFA, and underscored the
corporation’s appreciation of our efforts
by making a donation on their behalf
to the association, adding them to our
list of Lifetime Members.

- Elizabeth Bradley
All photographs courtesy of Melanie
West Photography.
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Alan Webber and Frances Diemoz

Archaeologist James Moore spoke about
archaeological discoveries at the Drury
Plaza Hotel construction site

Members Nancy Meem Wirth, Beverley Spears and Philip Crump

Members thoroughly enjoyed the evening

Marla Crowley and Board member Rad Acton
Board members Karen Walker and Christine Mather. Mather also
serves on the HDRB

Winter 2015

Page 5

The Old Santa Fe Association

Scenes from the 2014
OSFA Annual Meeting

HDRB chair Sharon Woods spoke about the collaborative process
during construction of the Drury Plaza Hotel

Board members Richard McCord, Wayne Nichols and Karen
Walker

Brian Nenniger, Drury Hotels project
manager, spoke about their commitment
to the Santa Fe community

Deanna Einspahr, Elizabeth Bradley and Marilyn Bane share
membership on the OSFA board
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Members Tom and Teresa Seamster stand with board members John Eddy
(center left) and Eric Blinman (right)

City councilor ,Patti Bushee (left), chats with former councilor, Karen
Heldmeyer
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Historic Bridges (Continued from page 1)

be considered for enhanced status
within the Historic Districts Overlay.
In October of 2014, the HDRB
unanimously approved the request, and
all three bridges now share Significant
Historic Status under the ordinance.
What’s more, our next step was to
submit a request to the State of New
Mexico’s Historic Preservation Division
to nominate the bridge at the Delgado
Street crossing for inclusion in their
Register of Historic Properties, a
designation also enjoyed by the bridge
spanning the Santa Fe River at Don
Gaspar Avenue (built during President
Franklin Roosevelt’s “New Deal”

aesthetic embellishment, is remarkable
for the monolithic and ambitious
concrete pour that resulted in its
graceful span over the river along the
Alameda. The “end posts” of the bridge
were tapered and eased to emulate the
contours of adobe construction, and
the bridge received the blessing of both
architect John Gaw Meem and Museum
of New Mexico archaeologist, Jesse
Nusbaum for its nod to Santa Fe’s
vernacular styles, despite its
modernism.

This particular bridge, Puente
de los Hidalgos, is unique in
the nation as having been
designed with Spanish/Pueblo
Revival elements.

OSFA’s concern here, in addition to
protecting historic “fabric”, as it were,
is also to maintain proper scale within
neighborhoods that still have narrow

“Canyon Road Bridge, Santa Fe 1928” (Photo courtesy New Mexico State Department of
Transportation, Image Number 74006). Now known as the Delgado Street Bridge.

administration) as well as the bridge in
the Rosario Street neighborhood: the
beautiful El Puente de los Hidalgos
(The Bridge of the Noblemen), at the
north end of Grant Avenue. This
particular bridge is unique in the nation
as having been designed with Spanish/
Pueblo Revival elements, such as
“carved” corbels and rounded “adobe
like” contours, keeping in fashion with
Santa Fe’s vernacular building styles.
Though the bridge at the Don Gaspar
Avenue crossing dates back only 80
years, the other two bridges approach
their centennial anniversaries within
the next decade.
Known officially as El Puente de los
Conquistadores (The Bridge of the
Conquerors), the structure on Don
Gaspar Avenue, though bereft of any
Winter 2015

streets and vernacular architectural
characteristics unique to Santa Fe.
We are especially grateful to John
Murphey for the diligent and
professional effort he put into crafting
the nominations. Without his expertise
or the monetary contributions from our
members, we might never have
achieved such enhanced protection for
these structures. We are very excited
about this accomplishment, and
encourage you to visit our website to
read in detail the history and
engineering specifics of these valuable,
historic properties in our fair city.

- John Eddy

Don Gaspar Avenue Bridge/El Puente de los
Conquistadores, ca. 1920s. [Photographer
unknown. Courtesy of the Palace of the
Governors Photo Archives (NMHM/
DCA), Negative number 000362].

Our concern … is also to
maintain proper “scale” within
neighborhoods that still have
narrow streets and
characteristics unique to
Santa Fe.
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OSFA Heritage Preservation Awards
On May 29, 2014, the City of Santa Fe,
in partnership with the Historic Santa
Fe Foundation and the Old Santa Fe
Association, presented the Heritage
Preservation Awards. The ceremony
was held at La Fonda Hotel. An annual
event, the awards recognize
outstanding achievement in
preservation of Santa Fe's unique
historical and architectural heritage.
David Rasch, Planner/Supervisor of the
city's Historic Preservation Division,
presided over a program that included
slides, text and responses from the
winners.

Karen Walker is only the second recipient of
OSFA’s prestigious Leadership Award. The
late Speaker of the House, Ben Lujan, was
the first. (Photo courtesy of John Eddy)

Two awards were presented by OSFA.
Outside-ln Productions, organizers of
the summer-long Plaza Bandstand
music program in Santa Fe, received
OSFA's Community Service Award.
This free music program does a
wonderful job of bringing Santa Feans
together and greatly enhances the

quality of life in Santa Fe. Go to
santfebandstand.org for more
information.
OSFA also honored Karen Walker,
longtime OSFA Board Member, with its
prestigious Leadership Award. She has
served for many years on the City's
Historic Districts Review Board as well,
and is tireless when it comes to
protecting our architectural resources
in Santa Fe. Her continued
commitment to OSFA's mission is
greatly appreciated, and her
contribution to our institutional
memory is incalculable. At the
conclusion of the ceremony, we
enjoyed refreshments including
libations provided by Santa Fe Spirits.

— Elizabeth Bradley

One of the event's co-sponsors, the Historic Santa Fe Foundation, awarded La Fonda on the Plaza,
and Barbara Felix Architecture + Design for the ambitious restoration project on the hotel’s exterior and
upper floor interiors.

Wayne Nichols Receives Lifetime
Achievement Award
Wayne Nichols is a locally and
nationally know pioneer in solar
energy, sustainability and urban
planning. Recognizing this, he received
a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Santa Fe Association of Realtors.

Susan and Wayne Nichols (Photo courtesy of
the Santa Fe New Mexican, Clyde Mueller)
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Wayne and his wife/partner Susan
developed passive solar projects such
as La Vereda on Palace Avenue. Wayne
also created the nationwide $100,000
annual J.C. Nichols prize for Visionary
Urban Development.

Wayne is a 40 year Board Member of
the Old Santa Fe Association and
believes "Our city is blessed with those
most sought-after qualities of
walkability, human scale, an historical
connection and identity, architectural
integrity and coherence, diversity of
use and a world class setting. Our
mission must be to preserve and
protect our very special jewel of a
city....We have a dynamic future if we
just don't screw it up."

— Karen Walker
Winter 2015
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Board member Frank Katz and City Councilor Peter Ives
Michael Dellheim receives the Community
Service Award on behalf of Outside In
Productions, organizers of the Summer
Bandstand music program in Santa Fe

2014 Heritage Preservation Awards

May 2015 is National
Historic Preservation Month
Mark Your Calendars!
The state Historic Preservation
Division will hold its annual awards
ceremony on May 8 at the Scottish Rite
Masonic Center, Santa Fe. This year's
preservation awards will celebrate
cultural landscapes, and especially
those that influenced the work of artists
who lived in New Mexico or were
inspired by it.

Nancy Meem Wirth, Marilyn Bane, City Councilor Patti Bushee, and Brad and Mary
Perkins

May 15 is the date for the 2015
Heritage Preservation Awards
presented by the City of Santa Fe, in
partnership with OSFA, and the
Historic Santa Fe Foundation. The
awards ceremony will be held at the
Drury Plaza Hotel.

All photos courtesy of John Eddy
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Notable OSFA Efforts: 2010—2014
2010

Marilyn Bane and Tim Maxwell with
Historic Santa Fe Foundation plaque for
the Irene von Horvath House

OSFA's Irene Von Horvath house is registered as a "Historic Building" worthy of
preservation by Historic Santa Fe Foundation
OSFA serves on Mayor's "Plaza Roundtable" to examine Santa Fe Plaza and its quality
of life.
OSFA joins state-organized committee to examine locations and styles for new state
office building near Capitol.
OSFA contests City Attorney's opinion narrowing purview of Historic Districts Review
Board.
OSFA urges City Council to introduce ordinances for County and SFPS for buildings in
City Historic districts.
OSFA works on City committees to draft changes to Historic, Escarpment and Land
Use Ordinances.
2011

St. Catherine’s School was selected as
one of New Mexico’s Most Endangered
Places

OSFA nominates St. Catherine's School as one of "New Mexico's Most Endangered
Places"
OSFA opposes owner's request to HDRB to demolish Landmark buildings on St.
Catherine’s campus
OSFA invited to serve on planning committee for new State Executive Office Building
near Capitol.
OSFA urges State Cultural Properties Review Committee to designate St. Catherine’s
campus as Historic District.
OSFA hosts public forum celebrating St. Catherine's School and its alumni.
OSFA submits massing study for proposed State Office Building that preserves four
historic casitas on site.
OSFA Member Pen La Farge writes article entitled "The Centennial of a City: Planning
and Preservation in Santa Fe” for newsletter.
2012

OSFA submitted a plan to state
government that would preserve
historic homes near the State Capitol

OSFA gives preservation award to Cornerstones Community Partnerships for work on
San Miguel Mission church.
OSFA enters "digital age" with a new website (www.oldsantafe.org) and Facebook
page.
OSFA opposes rezoning request for Plaza Chamisal to allow commercial uses; Council
rejected request 8-0.
OSFA initiates "Archival Footage of Northern New Mexico," a film preservation project
to augment the visual record of historic landmarks and cultural traditions housed
at the Museum of New Mexico.
OSFA urges restoration of Palace Avenue's Francisca Hinojos House, recently gutted
by fire.
2013
OSFA Board Member and author Richard McCord writes article "Origins of the Historic
Styles Ordinance” for OSFA’s newsletter.
OSFA successfully urges City Planning Commission to maintain residential zoning for
adaptive reuse of the old Manderfield School.
2014

OSFA has long been concerned about
the future of the former Manderfield
School property
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OSFA hosts expert panel on "Green and Renewable Energy in the Historic District".
OSFA sits on Cultural Coalition Roundtable for strategies for purchase of Scottish Rite
Masonic Center which was put up for sale.
OSFA testifies at multiple County Commission hearings urging denial of proposed La
Bajada gravel mine.
OSFA advocates city historic designation for three historic city bridges facing future
demolition.
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Ted’s Dream
For the past quarter-century Ted
Williams has been working to bring a
dead river back to life. The river is the
Santa Fe River. Ever since buying a
part-time home in Santa Fe in 1980,
Williams, an environmental engineer
who ran his own international
consulting firm in Michigan, has
considered it a shame that the oncebrisk river running through the heart of
town has been dammed into reservoirs,
and the dry riverbed is weed-filled and
littered. So since retiring to Santa Fe in
1986, he has led the effort to revive
the stream.
Drawing upon his professional
expertise, Williams came up with a bold
but easily workable plan: The Santa Fe
River could flow year-round, as in the
past, if treated effluent water from the
city's modern sewage-treatment plant
downstream were simply piped back
upstream and released in an endless
cycle into the riverbed. The treated
effluent is 99.99 percent free of
contaminants and meets New Mexico
standards for bathing beaches,
(although not for drinking water). It is
clean and has no odor—and in addition
to enhancing Santa Fe's beauty and
charm for residents and visitors alike, a
living river would recharge the
underground water table in a region
always thirsting for water.
Shortly after moving to Santa Fe,
Williams conferred with the New
Mexico State Engineer regarding his
proposal to revive the river. The
engineer was intrigued, but saw no
feasible likelihood of implementing the
idea. Undeterred, Williams approached
the Old Santa Fe Association, the city's
foremost preservationist organization,
and arranged the first of many public
forums to present his vision. With cost
studies and precise engineering plans,
Williams demonstrated that his idea
could be actualized at a price between
$12 million and $20 million—not an
exorbitant cost—and could irrigate the
National Cemetery, golf courses and
city athletic fields, as well as recharging
the river.
Winter 2015

At first audiences considered Williams'
plan fanciful. But, as he kept delivering
his message (he has now made more
than 40 presentations), a lot of
people—including public officials—
began paying attention. Water studies
were commissioned, and found that the
idea was not only do-able, but could
actually deliver water at a lower cost
than other plans already in motion.
Meanwhile, New Mexico entered a
period of severe drought in the 1990s,
a condition steadily getting worse.
Santa Fe is now seriously concerned
about its future water supply, as the
reservoirs keep shrinking. In this
situation, letting clean effluent flow
uselessly from the treatment plant
below town is a wasted resource.
In devising his plan for resuscitating
the Santa Fe River, Williams drew upon
a lifetime of expertise as an
environmental engineer. Major projects
have included: the development of a
water-management plan for the state
of Michigan; the first successful
cleanup of ground-water contamination
from a chemical train wreck; a water
"clarifier" plan that saved the city of
Detroit $20 million in construction
costs; the installation of a water intake
under Lake Michigan for the city of
Ludington; and a tunnel built in
Bermuda to skim usable fresh
rainwater from seawater. His firstanywhere plan for using natural
wetlands as an integral part of the
wastewater-treatment process was
selected as one of the 10 most
important engineering
accomplishments in Michigan's history.
He also has worked in New Zealand,
Portugal, Poland and Romania.
In the seemingly never-ending drought
of recent years, Santa Fe is growing
ever more desperate for a secure water
supply for the near and long-term
future. In this context, Williams' onceeasily-dismissed plan for bringing the
Santa Fe River back to life with cleaned
-up wastewater is looking more and
more like the best solution.

In Memoriam
Ted Williams, former OSFA
board member, died in July
2014. This is a reprint of an
article from a previous OSFA
newsletter about his efforts to
revive the Santa Fe River.

Drawing upon his professional
expertise, Williams came up
with a bold but easily workable
plan: The Santa Fe River
could flow year-round, as in
the past...

In the seemingly never-ending
drought of recent years, Santa
Fe is growing ever more
desperate for a secure water
supply ...

— Richard McCord
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Dishonorable Mention
We’ve often voiced our concerns, but never before has OSFA devoted a column to highlight overt abuses by architects on
projects in the historic districts. This is the first and, hopefully, the last.
Project: The proposed historic
Valdes House remodel by the
architecture firm of Duty &
Germanas

Mission Café. It was later purchased by
the El Castillo retirement community to
convert to a Memory Center for people
with various forms of dementia.

building as “contributing” to the historic
character of the area. In August 2014,
the HDRB finally approved Duty’s plans
with conditions.

According to a 2009 study by the
Historic Santa Fe Foundation, the
Valdes House has existed on the south
side of the Santa Fe River on East De
Vargas Street in the Barrio de Analco
for over 200 years. It was named for

Michael Duty, the architect on the El
Castillo project, began submissions to
the Historic Districts Review Board
(HDRB) in 2011, and has since
appeared six times, with increasing
contentiousness in his requests for

In December 2014, Duty appealed those
conditions to the City Council.
Simultaneously, OSFA filed an appeal to
counter the HDRB-approved plans which
we felt were not compatible with the
Historic Ordinance and would erase any
vestige of the historic Valdes House.
Duty is scheduled to appear again
before the HDRB in early 2015 to
propose “location options for installing
roof-mounted mechanical equipment on
a contributing structure.” It is Case #H11-105 if you’d like to follow.
OSFA will be at the meeting and will
keep you informed!

The Valdes House before “adaptive reuse.” (Photo courtesy of Clyde
Mueller, The Santa Fe New Mexican)

Back in 2012, Chairwoman
Sharon Woods noted that the
changes and additions could
jeopardize the status of the
building as “contributing” to
the historic character of the
area.
The Valdes House during remodeling. (Photo courtesy of John Eddy)

Manuel Valdes, who inherited the
property in 1881 prior to serving as
mayor of Santa Fe from 1892-95. After
many decades of Valdes family use, it
was purchased and sensitively
remodeled by Carolyn Stevenson as the
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historically inappropriate changes in
repurposing the property.
Back in 2012, Chair Sharon Woods
noted that the changes and additions
could jeopardize the status of the

Winter 2015

The Old Santa Fe Association

Panel Discusses Going Green in the
Historic District
At its 2014 Annual Membership party,
OSFA convened a panel of experts in
solar energy and sustainable building.
Held at the Irene von Horvath house,
panelists discussed the physical and
bureaucratic challenges faced by
homeowners who desire to take
advantage of affordable solar energy for
their homes in Santa Fe’s historic district.
The panel, moderated by OSFA member
and architect Rad Acton, consisted of
David Rasch, of the city’s Historic
Preservation Division; Craig O’Hare,
energy specialist with Santa Fe County;
Amanda Hatherly, director of the New
Mexico Energy Smart Academy at the
Santa Fe Community College; and
Ramon Ventura, lead designer with solar
supplier/installer Positive Energy. The
speakers covered the myriad issues
surrounding the installation of solar
panels and energy efficient windows in
the historic district. David Rasch
discussed the city’s approval process,
while Craig O’Hare highlighted tax
incentives and declining unit costs that
make solar affordable. Amanda Hatherly
noted that cost-effective approaches to
increasing energy efficiency also include
the reduction of electrical demand by
using energy efficient appliances. Ramon
Ventura noted how placement on a
building and surrounding property can
affect the visibility and efficiency of a
solar array.

If your proposed solar system will not be
visible from public areas, it often can be
administratively approved without having
to go before the Historic Districts Review
Board. Solar photovoltaic (“PV”) systems
on flat roofs with parapet walls, for
example, can usually be designed
without being visible off-property. PV
systems can function without being tilted
or “pitched” high off the roof – keeping
them hidden behind parapets. However,
solar thermal systems, e.g., for water
heating), need to be pitched
considerably to capture the low-in-thesky winter sun. Therefore, they rise
noticeably from the roof line and are
more problematic to get approved in
historic districts.
PV systems are less than half the cost
they were just 5-6 years ago. Solar
systems enjoy 30% federal and 10%
state income tax credits and may be
virtually “zero cost” from the get-go.
The monthly loan payment for your solar
system can be about the same as the
reduction or elimination of your energy
utility bill, making it cash neutral from
the first month of owning your system.
Many solar companies offer attractive
financing as well. In addition, a solar
system increases the resale value of a
home or commercial property.

Solarize Santa Fe! works to educate the
public about how solar systems are costeffective—making both dollars and
Many homeowners have the impression sense! It’s also nice to get off of coal and
that solar arrays are prohibited in the
nuclear-generated electricity and replace
historic district. Not so! While there are
it with clean, renewable power from the
additional review procedures and some
sun. Please feel free to contact Craig
limits in historic districts, most
O’Hare at the County for more
appropriately designed and sited solar
information. Santa Fe County maintains
arrays obtain city approval. If you live in an informative list of solar companies
a historic district and are considering a
that do business in the area. Go to
solar system for your home, the best
www.santafecountynm.gov and click on
thing to do is to contact David Rasch. He “SolarPower” under “Services”.
knows the restrictions and process for
obtaining approval for your solar system. Happy solarizing!
In addition, local solar installation
- Rad Acton
companies have excellent experience
with installing a solar system in a historic
district.
Winter 2015

Many homeowners have the
impression that solar arrays
are prohibited in the historic
district. Not so!

Solar systems enjoy 30%
federal and 10% state income
tax credits and may be
virtually “zero cost” from the
get-go.

Still on our Watch List:
St. Catherine’s Indian School
Francisca Hinojos House
Scottish Rite Masonic Center
State Executive Office Building
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Members as of February 1, 2015
LIFETIME MEMBERS
Elaine Bergman
Phillip & Eleanor Bove
Dan & Terri Guy
Kathleen Howard
Norma Lumpkins
Joanne McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. Mort McGinley
David Rasch
Alex Rochelle
T, T and G Family
Drury Plaza Hotel, Santa Fe
Karen Walker Real Estate
Los Alamos National Bank
School for Advanced Research
Woods Design Builders, Inc.
BENEFACTORS
Creative Homebuyers, Inc.
Mary & Brad Perkins
Fenton R. & Judith Talbott
Marta Weigle
LEADERS
Jose & Eileen Baca
Marilyn Bane
Ed Boniface III, AIA
Dan Merians & Elizabeth Bradley
Robert Coffland
John Eddy
Jeff Fornaciari
David H. Hofmann
Consuelo Bokum & Frank Katz
Bill Loeb
Rick Martinez & Deanna Einspahr
Christine Mather
Joann Phillips
Donna & Paul Plunkett
Donna Quasthoff
PATRONS
Rad Acton
Shirley Anderson

Winter 2015

Charles & Marilyn Batts
John Baxter
Randall Bell
Lisa T. Bemis
Donald & Jocelyn Blair
Caroline Burnett
John Catron
Alan Webber & Frances Diemoz
David Dix
Richard Ellenberg
Patricia J. Feather
Barbara Fix
John Gardner
Jim & Peggy Gautier
Wendell & Harriett Harris
Karen Heldmeyer
Rosalie Heller
Susan Herter
Irwin & Maya Hoffman
Susan Hebert Jones
John Konwiser
John Pen La Farge
Keith Anderson & Barbara
Lenssen
Virginia & Maurice Lierz
Michele & Richard Martinez
David W. Matthews
Ann and Tim Maxwell
James Mayer
Richard McCord
David E. McNeel
Dwight Miller
Esther & Ralph Milnes
Tess Monahan
Sana Morrow
Tom Appelquist & Charles
Newman
Susan & Wayne Nichols
Arlene Post
Kathleen & Robert Reidy
Jerry Richardson
Vel Richey-Rankin
Sally Romig
Buddy Roybal
Mary Anne & Al Sanborn
Jacqueline & Richard Schmeal
Merry Schroeder

Richard & Judith Sellars
Roy & Lori Snable
Jim & Georgia Snead
Philip Crump & Beverley
Spears
Kristin & Mac Watson
Peter Warzel
Stephen Watkins
George Watson
Joan & Truel West
VALUED MEMBERS
A. Samuel Adelo
Boni Armijo
Ellen & Drew Bacigalupa
Jean Bainbridge
Joan Brooks Baker
Sallie Bingham
Joyce Blalock
Suby Bowden
Liane Brown
Lynn Brown
Blair Cooper
Margaret Detwiler
Ruth Dillingham
Connie Dillon
James H. Duncan, Sr.
Eleanor Eisenmenger
James C. Faris
Andrea Fisher
Joan M. Fox
Barbara Harrelson
Ray Herrera
Bruce & Nancy Hutchison
Victoria T. Jacobson
Louann C. Jordan
John & Cynthia Kantner
Margeaux Klein
Bernie & Ethel Kolbor
Joyce C. Krause
Steve Reed & Carolyn Lamb
Phyllis Lehmberg
Maria Sanchez & Signe Lindell
Loren & Margaret Mall
Gillian W. McHugh
Matthew McQueen
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Kathy McRee
Carmen G. Pert
Dr. Claude Phipps
William Powell
Susan Phillips Reynolds
Cecilia Rios
Gail Samota
William Sauter
Karen Ushman & Peter Schanck
Billie Schaumberg
Dale & Donna Schrage
Layne Vickers Smith
Rick Smith
Ann R. Smith
Louise L. Stuto
Corinne P. Sze

Graciela Tomé
Mrs. Benedicte Valentiner
Don Van Soelen
Helen & Martin Weiss
Elizabeth B. West
Charles & Linda Winston
Roy Woods
Annie & Phil Yarick
BUSINESS MEMBERS
Acton Architecture & Planning
Archaeological Support Services
Gayla Bechtol, Architect
Suby Bowden & Associates LLC
Building Adventures Unlimited

Conron & Woods Architects
Creative Homebuyers, Inc.
Dressman's Gifts
Drury Plaza Hotel, Santa Fe
Tony Ivey & Associates
Los Alamos National Bank
Montezuma Lodge AF & AM
Steven Robinson Architects
School for Advanced Research
VeneKlasen Property Management
WH Studio LLC
Karen Walker Real Estate
Watson Conserves
Woods Design Builders, Inc.

Drury Plaza Hotel, Santa Fe
Newest OSFA Lifetime Member
Drury Hotels, based in St. Louis, Missouri, is family owned and operated, with a
commitment to historic preservation. Drury Plaza Hotel, Santa Fe, opened in July
2014, marking the end of a significant project of adaptive re-use of a downtown
historic building. For more than two years, Drury Southwest, in collaboration with
the city and its Historic Districts Review Board (HDRB), the state, and OSFA,
remodeled and expanded the old St. Vincent Hospital (designed by John Gaw
Meem), turning it into one of Drury's flagship full-service hotels.

Drury Plaza Hotel (Photo from the
Albuquerque Journal).

Brian Nenninger, project manager for Drury Hotels, has promised that local artists will be
prominently featured in the hotel spaces, a fine nod to this community! (Here with OSFA board
member Karen Walker).
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Visit us at
www.oldsantafe.org
or on Facebook

Our Mission
“To promote the prosperity and
welfare of the city and county of
Santa Fe and their inhabitants,
to preserve and maintain the
ancient landmarks, historical
structures and traditions of Old
Santa Fe and to guide their
growth and development in
such a way as to promote that

That Multitudes May Share:
Building the Museum of Art is

an exhibition at the Governor’s
Gallery of the New Mexico State
Capitol that explores the history of
this seminal revival building. It
includes original plans by the Rapp &
Rapp architectural firm, watercolor
renderings, as well as a visual
exploration of the many influences
upon the building’s creation. Curated
by OSFA board member Christine
Mather, the exhibit is open
Monday—Friday, 8 am- 5 pm., until
March 27, 2015. Free.

unique charm and distinction,
born of age, culture, tradition
and environment, which are the
priceless assets and heritage of
Santa Fe.”

PLEASE TAKE TIME TO RENEW!
We need your support and your voice

